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Please visit our website at - www.dcfireland.co.uk

Welcome to our September 2012 edition. To all those associated with the Fellowship
who have recently known bereavement we extend our prayerful and sincere sympathy.

Keep Going
Despite the high profile given to it, perhaps the
Olympic Games may not have been your favourite
event of 2012. The Apostle Paul says “bodily exercise
is of some benefit, but Godliness with contentment is
of greater gain”. Paul’s words remind us about priority,
if you are able to exercise, it is good to do so, within
your limitations.
At the 1968 Olympic Games held in Mexico City,
Tanzania was represented in the marathon by John
Stephen Akhwari. Part way through the race, Akhwari
fell and was injured. He decided to get bandaged up
and continue, which he did, finishing in last place
over an hour behind the other runners.
When interviewed later Akhwari was asked “why did
you bother to get up and finish the race” to which his
reply was “my country didn’t send me to Mexico to
start the race, they sent me to finish”. What a lovely
perspective. You see, Akhwari could have stopped
running, he was injured, he could not have won a
medal position, no one would have faulted him, but he
decided to keep going.
Have you ever felt you couldn’t keep going? Perhaps a
situation in life has injured you, maybe other people
have hurt and or disappointed you, do you feel you
have failed the Lord in some way, made a poor decision
and He won’t forgive you? The race of life, just like
Akhwari’s marathon run, is not always smooth. There
can be a tendency for believers to feel difficult
circumstances must be an indication of sin in their lives,
or that they have displeased the Lord. While this may

be so at times, the Lord Jesus reminds us “the rain falls
on the just as well as the unjust”.
To keep going in our Christian experience there are 3
simple things we can do (1) Keep Praying the Lord
Jesus loves to hear us speak to Him and He loves us
even if we are injured or feel we can’t go on, tell Him
what has happened and why or how we feel, pray
even when you don’t feel like it. (2) Keep Reading the
Lord will speak to you through His word, listen to what
He says, even if it means you must change in some
way (3) Keep Meeting with other people who love the
Lord, you should be able to share your burdens with
other believers who can help you make a decision to
keep going.
We trust our monthly fellowship rallies and respite
breaks in Lawnfield House are places to help us keep
going, the objective of all we do is to reach out in Jesus
name to help people Keep Going in body, mind and
spirit. From a Christian perspective, it may be the finish
line is not far away, so, even if you need to get back
on track, you’ve started, keep going.
CARRICKFERGUS BRANCH
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Getting To Know You
ANDY GOWDY attends Carrickfergus Branch, which
meets on the 3rd Saturday of each month in
Woodlands Presbyterian Church. Andy has also
enjoyed several breaks in Lawnfield House, where this
picture was taken with two of our volunteers, Grace
and Lisa. If you would like to find out about our
monthly rallies, please contact our Hon. Secretary
Margaret Russell, telephone (028) 97533970.

Special Celebrations At Banbridge
Saturday 28th April 2012 was the date when our
Banbridge Branch celebrated its 30th year with a
praise service and also hosted the DCFI Annual
Conference. Thanks to Banbridge Baptist for the
use of their premises. This special service was an
opportunity to recognise God’s faithfulness to the
Branch and also for fellowship across those
branches able to be in attendance. Margaret
Russell (DCFI Hon. Sec.) brought greetings on
behalf of the Fellowship and gave a summary of
the commencement of the Banbridge Branch. It
was good to hear the report from Sabrena
Keenan, manager of Lawnfield House, DCFI’s
Residential Home. Praise items were brought by
‘Young Harmony’ and Wilfred Medlow. Pastor
K. Wilson spoke on Calvary -- Revealed, Fulfilled,
Paid in full, Demonstrated. Robert Jackson
brought the conference to a close in prayer, after
which everyone present enjoyed the lovely
refreshments.
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My Branch
On the 17th September 2011, Foyle Branch
dedicated ‘Songs of Victory’ songbooks. These
books were kindly donated in memory of Mrs
Hetty Simpson from money in lieu of flowers.
Hetty was a faithful member and gifted
pianist of Foyle Branch since its inception
around 20 years ago. In the photo (left to
right) Betty McClean, Jean Brown, David
Watson, Miriam (Hetty’s daughter), Edgar Hogg, Brian
(Hetty’s son), Wesley Barr and Eveline Gibbons (kneeling).

Leaving a Legacy

Making a will is one way
you can provide and care for
those you love and as well as
being a method to contribute to
charities such as DCFI it can help
prevent legal problems after your
death. We are very grateful to those who have remembered DCFI in their wills. Every legacy,
of whatever value, helps to support and continue our ministry. While we naturally want to
make provision for our families a priority, if you would like to help the work of DCFI in this
way you will need to provide your solicitor (or other professional) with the following details
Name: Disabled Christians Fellowship of Ireland, Address: 5 King Street, Newcastle, County
Down BT33 0HD, Charity Registration No. XN83953
Thank you also to those who faithfully contribute to our ministry, whether on a regular,
occasional or one-off basis, please be assured every contribution is appreciated. Donations
to our development fund may be sent to our Treasurer Beverly Murray, 9 Derryvolgie Park,
Moss Road, Lambeg, Lisburn, BT27 4 DA.

CLoseT

Praise and Pray for
• Ongoing ministry of the Branches and Lawnfield House
• Faithful and consistent Branch helpers
• The ministry of God’s Word to touch hearts and change lives

• Those going through a season of sickness, bereavement or hospitalisation

PRAYER

• New and younger Branch helpers to join the ministry
• Sabrena, Matt and the Lawnfield House staff team
• Faithful giving and continued financial provision
• Trustees and committees for wisdom in all decisions
regarding the future of DCFI
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The Forsaken Bible
been the last request of his patient. On searching
the hospital room Mackay was surprised to find
the very same Bible he had pawned years ago.

The story is told about W.P.L. Mackay who left a
humble Scottish home when he was 17 to attend
college. His mother gave him a Bible in which she
wrote his name and a verse of scripture. At
college, Mackay sank into a Godless lifestyle which
saddened his mother. At one stage, Mackay sank
so low he pawned his mother’s gift to buy
whiskey, while she continued to pray for him until
she died.

Mackay read many of the verses his loving mother
had highlighted for him and he himself came to a
saving faith. Later Mackay entered the ministry and
the book he had once forgotten became a
precious possession.

Mackay qualified to become a doctor in a city
hospital. One day a dying patient asked for “his
book”. After the man had died, Mackay was
curious enough to wonder what book could have

Too often we forget God’s Word is a living word. If
we allow it, the Holy Spirit will speak its truth into
our hearts and lives. It will give us hope in life and
for eternity.

Chariots Of Fire
This British film classic about the life of Scottish 1924 Olympic runner Eric
Liddell, won four Academy Awards in 1981. If you paid any attention to the
2012 Olympic games, then you will have heard the theme tune from the film
played at the medal ceremonies. Eric was renowned for his decision not to
run on a Sunday. However, in the 1924 Olympics Eric won a bronze medal in
the 200 metres and set a new Olympic and world record in the 400 metres
final – despite doubts about his ability at this distance. However, the greatest
race of Eric’s life was not run in a stadium, but as a missionary in China where
he ran faithfully in the service of the Lord Jesus. Eric married Florence
MacKenzie, a young girl of missionary parents also serving in China.
In 1941, with the threat of war, Eric sent his pregnant wife Florence and two
daughters to Canada where he planned later to join them. However Eric was taken captive by the
Japanese. He continued to serve the Lord in a prisoner of war camp in Weihsien where at the age of
43 he died of a brain tumour in 1945, about 6 months before the war ended. Eric never saw the face
of his youngest daughter Maureen. In the prisoner of war camp, a small Salvation Army band would
play outside the hospital. On one afternoon they received a request from Eric that they would play “Be
still my soul” and to the words of that hymn with the lovely melody ‘Finlandia’ Eric finished his race.
He ran well and no doubt will receive the heavenly prize.

“Be still my soul, the Lord is on thy side, bear patiently, the cross of grief or pain;
Leave to thy God to order and provide, in every change He faithful will remain;
Be still my soul, thy best thy heavenly friend, through thorny ways, leads to a joyful end.”

Have you Branch news or other articles worth sharing, contributions for the next edition of
DCFI News may be e-mailed to:- dcfinews@hotmail.co.uk or sent by post to:
DCFI News, Lawnfield House, 5 King Street, Newcastle, Co. Down BT33 0HD.
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Gospel Cards
Thanks to everyone who bought Christmas cards through
Gospel Cards last year. We trust you enjoyed your selection
and in choosing to buy, 20% of the cost of Christmas
cards (and 5% of other cards and gifts) is given to a
number of Christian missions, including DCFI. The
Autumn/Winter 2012 catalogue is now available and
you can also check out www.GospelCardsEtc.com

Nigerian Visitors In Lawnfield House
It was a great pleasure to welcome Akila and Rachel Mannok
to Lawnfield House on Friday 25th August (see photo).
Margaret Herron from the Newcastle Branch brought this lovely
couple to share a meal with the friends from the
Newtownabbey Branch. Rachel, who is the Headmistress of a
Girl’s High School in Nigeria, shared a brief but very encouraging
and challenging testimony. Rachel and Akila were given a 2013
DCFI Calendar as a little reminder of their visit. We pray the Lord
will continue to bless Akila and Rachel and the work and
witness in the school.

Be SAFE Stay SAFE
Leonard Cheshire Disability provide this very
useful seminar to give practical and necessary
information for those who live mostly alone, or in
‘sheltered’ accommodation. Margaret Sharvin
spoke to the Newtownabbey Branch on Thursday
24th August (see photo) and everyone really
enjoyed Margaret’s interesting and lively
presentation which amongst other things gave
simple yet important reminders -- don’t open your
door to strangers, don’t be afraid to ask for
identification from people who say they need to
be in your home, to check the gas for example.
Thanks to Sabrena and Matt who made this
programme available in Lawnfield House.
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A Refreshing Respite
For almost 20 years, Disabled Christians
Fellowship Ireland has been able to offer
a place for taking respite breaks in
Newcastle. While these breaks give
carers (e.g.family) the opportunity for
a break from their caring role, it is also
a refreshing time for the person being
placed into respite. We try to get our
residents out to local places of interest,
for shopping, to enjoy the local scenery and for
refreshments, since many of them would not have the
opportunity in their home setting. Our residents
generally come for a stay of one or two weeks,
some return several times in the season (March
to December).
Depending on personal
circumstances, respite breaks may be assisted by
funding from
Local Health
Trusts but may
also be taken
privately. If you
would be interested in considering this option, please
contact our home managers Sabrena and Matt
Keenan, or our administrator Wendy Campbell
(telephone (028) 43726860).

d

iary
ates (DV)

•

Carol Service, Lawnfield House, Friday 14th December 2012 (see back page)

•

General Committee (AGM) January 2013 (details TBC)

•

20th anniversary Lawnfield House May 2013 (details TBC)
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Reason To Live
If you follow the national news then you may have heard about the ‘right to die’
campaign. We cannot minimise the situation of those who lives have been
severely impacted by the onset or worsening of an illness or disability which may
leave them wholly dependent on others for their care. Members of DCFI will have
personal experience of this situation. How do you find a reason to live? Joni
Eareckson Tada, who as the result of a diving accident, was left severely disabled
at the age of 16, gives one example of a young woman suffering from multiple
sclerosis.
“Diane turns her head slightly on the pillow towards the cork board on the wall.
Her eyes scan each thumb-tacked card, each photo, each torn piece of paper,
carefully pinned in a row. The stillness is broken as Diane begins to murmur. She’s
praying. Some would look at her, stiff and motionless and shake their heads, what
a shame, life has no meaning. But Diane is confident, convinced that her life is
significant and that her labour of prayer counts. She moves mountains that block
the paths of missionaries. She helps open the eyes of the spiritually blind in South
East Asia. She pushes back the kingdom of darkness that blackens the alleys and
streets of the gangs in east LA. She aids homeless mothers, abused children,
despondent teenagers and dying forgotten people in the nursing home down in
the street where she lives – Diane is an intercessor”
This story illustrates the difference an eternal perspective can make. Perhaps
some of us have had an experience in life which caused us to lose our perspective
and it is not a joyful place. However, with the right eternal perspective we can be
restored to a better vision, which helps us to see there is a reason to live and by
grace, through faith, a better future after death.

Let The Weak Say I Am Strong
Wheelchair Rugby (called 'murderball'), wheelchair basketball - how encouraging to see so many
with various forms and degrees of disability taking part in the Paralympic Games. When it comes to
a relationship with God through the Lord Jesus, we do not
need to demonstrate any strength of our own. God's gift
of salvation can be received by anyone -- but it must be
received by faith -- it is not of works (or physical prowess)
so that no one can boast. Faith means admitting our
weakness to the Lord (not easy for those of us who are
self-righteous or proud) yet the Lord does not exploit our
weakness against us but imparts His strength to help us
live for Him.
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Lawnfield House reflections

“ I have hallowed this house which thou hast built to put
my name there forever” I Kings 9:3

In this edition we have included photos of some Lynn (Cook) & Angela (Asstistant Cook)
members of the Lawnfield House staff team led by our
home managers, Sabrena and Matt Keenan, we plan to
include others in future editions. While Lawnfield House
does not have any permanent residents, because it is
registered to provide care, we must have suitably trained
and qualified staff. Most of the staff in Lawnfield House
work in a care role e.g. providing help with personal care
tasks and medication. Our catering staff make sure our
residents are given wholesome meals – with some very
tasty desserts to tempt even the most diet conscious!!.
The housekeepers are responsible for cleanliness. The
property and grounds must be regularly maintained. Finance such as paying bills and various
administrative tasks are always ongoing.
In the early part of our 2012 season, we faced an unforeseen situation which caused a great
deal of upheaval and disappointment for a number of residents due to visit Lawnfield House
over the months of June to August. We thank everyone who stood with us as we sought to
work through this difficult time. As we go to press, further consideration about how to deal
with this situation for 2013 is in hand.
As the 2012 season draws to a close we really say thank you to everyone who has continued
to make use of the home, whether by funded respite or privately, some visiting several times
in the season. The home depends on good occupancy to keep going. We also appreciate every
gesture of practical and financial support and the loyalty of our staff.
God willing, the 2012 Carol Service will be held on Friday 14th December at 7.30 p.m. We
trust you will try to be with us and make this
the largest turn-out to date. This is always a
lovely evening with traditional carol singing.
Guests will be the Ballymena Male Voice
Singers and the epilogue from Philip
Cameron (Pastor Kilrea Baptist) Supper will
be provided as always and a freewill offering
is taken to support our development fund.

Rhia (Assistant Cook) & Doreen (Care Assistant)

Also in God’s will Lawnfield House will
celebrate its 20th anniversary in May 2013
and we plan to have a special
commemoration for which the details will be
given in due course.

