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Welcome to our May 2015 Edition. To all those associated with the Fellowship who
have recently known bereavement we extend our prayerful and sincere sympathy.
Thanks to those whose contributions are included in this edition.

Blossoming

When spring arrives and we see the bloom return to the
trees and plants doesn’t it have a reviving effect upon us?
In Psalm 92 v 14 we read these words “even in old age
they will still produce fruit, they will remain vital and green”
Sometimes those who are limited by some form of disability or advancing years may feel they have little
to contribute or that the best years have passed, here are 3 simple thoughts about this verse which may
encourage your heart;
Fruitfulness – ‘fruit’ is the product of a healthy rooted tree or plant and in a spiritual sense this speaks
about abiding in the Lord’s love -- to abide in the Lord’s love means to be dependent upon Him for our
spiritual well-being, it comes from listening to and heeding what He says to us through His word, speaking
to Him in prayer, if we can, fellowship with others who love Him, our ability to be ‘active’ in terms of our
mobility is not a factor.
Usefulness – the use of the word ‘vital’ gives the sense of being useful and this speaks about serving the
Lord -- too often we confuse activity with service and while there is a role for activity for those who are
able, we can also serve in the place of prayer (remembering others who are able to be active such as
missionaries for example), perhaps sending a letter or card to encourage others (people in hospital for
example).

Pleasantness –when we look at God’s
creation we can see how ‘green’ in its
various shades is such a pleasant and
natural colour, in a spiritual sense this speaks
about radiating the Lord’s love -- this means
allowing the Lord to control our attitude and
speech, for example not complaining and
being able to praise the Lord even when we
may be in pain or others may seem to be
less than sympathetic or understanding of
our situation.
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Tribute to

Margaret Herron

Clifford Moorhead (Chairperson, Newcastle Branch) has provided the
details for this brief tribute. ”I first got to know Margaret in the early 90’s
when she came to live in Newcastle and started to attend the meetings
in the Baptist Church. Margaret was born in Belfast and at the age of 4
years old, trusted Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour. That decision was to
colour Margaret’s life for ever!
Margaret trained as a teacher and served in that profession until her retirement. It was with
some pride that she related the story of one pupil in particular at Nettlefield Primary School –
a certain George Best. During George’s final battle with his health problems, Margaret wrote
him a letter reminding him of his school days and assuring him of her prayers for his salvation.
For all of her life, Margaret used her love and gift of music to serve the Lord in many places. I
think that a suitable epitaph for Margaret would read: “When the musicians and singers were
as one, making a unified sound to be heard in praising and thanking the Lord… the Glory of
the Lord filled the house of God” 2 Chronicles 5:13-14
In 1960, through listening to the late Mr David Ravey of ‘Wayside’ she became aware for the
first time of the needs of people with disabilities. On speaking to Mr Ravey about this stirring
in her heart, she was given names of disabled folk whom she started to visit in their homes
and hospital. And as they say- the rest is history – Margaret’s name became synonymous with
Disabled Christians’ Fellowship Ireland and she served the organisation and her Lord faithfully
and meticulously for over 50 years. This ministry had its fulfilment in various positions including
General Committee member & Secretary of the branches in East Belfast, South Belfast, Lisburn
and Newcastle at various times over the years.
To Margaret this was not something that she did when she felt like it or a secondary ministry
– she lived and breathed DCF. She was convinced that her calling was ‘of the Lord’ and only
her very best efforts would suffice. We would do well to emulate her! Unfortunately the illness
which beset Margaret latterly deteriorated fairly rapidly and she went to be with her Lord on
23rd January 2015”.

HAPPY RETIREMENT
Newtownabbey
Branch
said
‘farewell’ to Noel Dodds (in the right
of picture with John McKnight,
Chairperson Newtownabbey Branch)
one of the drivers of the coaches
supplied by the NHSCT. The Branch
could not function without the
service of these coaches and their
drivers, especially to get wheelchair
members to the monthly rally.
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Getting To Know You
Fay Hadnett, (Secretary of Enniskillen Branch) says “Frankie
Allett joined Enniskillen Branch in June 1990 becoming
Chairperson in 2006 and he is still serving in that role. Frankie
also has a gift of music and will play the organ if necessary but
he especially enjoys playing and singing with his accordion. Our
members really enjoy and are blest through his ministry”. In
the photo Frankie is seen playing and singing “Jesus loves Me”,
a lovely thought for all of us to keep in mind.

CLoseT

Praise and Pray for
• Ongoing ministry of the Branches and Lawnfield House
• Faithful and consistent Branch helpers
• The ministry of God’s Word to touch hearts and change lives

• Those going through a season of sickness, bereavement or hospitalisation
• New and younger Branch helpers to join the ministry

• Trustees and committees for wisdom in all decisions regarding the future of DCFI

PRAYER

• The continued well-being of Lawnfield House

A Reason To Celebrate!
Miss Olive Moore (Mid-Ulster Branch) celebrated her
100th birthday on the 7th February 2015. Olive has
lived a very full life and has many memories of her
family and school days where she was a good scholar
in reading. During the course of her life Olive has
loved dressmaking, baking (especially fruit cakes, soda and
wheaten cakes) and her speciality –sponge cakes, she also enjoyed making jam. Along with
her friends in Mid-Ulster, Niece Hazel, nephews Wilson and Willie Moore and others, everyone
in DCFI congratulates Olive on making this memorable milestone of life and trust she will know
God’s blessing and presence.
Have you Branch news or other articles worth sharing, contributions for the next edition
of DCFI News may be emailed to:- dcfinews@hotmail.co.uk
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Tribute to Bill McKeown
Bill Keown had been a long serving Trustee with DCFI. Bill’s last ‘official’
role as a Trustee was in helping to see the transfer of Lawnfield House
to the Presbyterian Board of Social Witness. Born with cerebral palsy, Bill
was unable to stand or walk as an infant and his parents placed him in
a horse’s collar for support and at the age of 5 he learned to walk holding
on to a collie dog. Bill’s resourcefulness sustained him and later in life a
Trust was established in his name. One aspect of the Bill Keown Trust is
the unique ‘Access Awards’ which provide recognition for those organisations which have worked to
make their buildings accessible for all the community. Bill has left his earthly work and is now free
from the limitations of a mortal body.
East Belfast was the first branch of DCF to be formed in Northern
Ireland and it was then a great milestone when the branch
celebrated its 50th anniversary on Saturday 28th March. The
anniversary service was well attended, included greetings from
some other branches, great singing a message from God’s Word
and of course a wonderful tea! We can show only a small
selection of photos. Special congratulations to those volunteers
who have been serving the Lord in the branch since its formation.

50 Years Not Out

If you or someone you know is interested in a break in Lawnfield House, please
contact the home directly, telephone (028) 43726860.

