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Welcome to our May 2014 Edition. To all those associated with the Fellowship who
have recently known bereavement we extend our prayerful and sincere sympathy.
Thanks to those whose contributions are included in this edition.

Unchanging
Love

One of the few features of life about which we can be certain is the fact that changes will
come. Some of these changes come with the passing of time as we age and realise our
bodies are not as sprightly as they once were!! Changes come when those we love and have
shared our lives with are parted from us and pass into eternity. We may watch children or
grand-children grow and develop – and wish we had their energy and enthusiasm. Perhaps
for some the onset or worsening of a physical condition brings changes to how they manage
their lives.
Sometimes the changes of life will bring us joy and at other times sorrow and pain. Jeremiah
was known as “the weeping prophet” the Lord asked him to bring a very difficult message to
the people of his day, a message which, although it brought word about the chastisement of
their sin and captivity by their enemies also led Jeremiah to say confidently in Lamentations
chapter 3 v 22 “the steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, His mercies never come to
an end, they are new every morning, great is they faithfulness”.
Whatever your experience of life may have been in 2013 and with the uncertainties of 2014
here is a word of encouragement, God’s love for you never changes.
Within DCFI the recent past brought changes, some have been very difficult to work through
and also led to great disappointment, we do not always understand these situations in life.
We can be sure however, God is sovereign and His plan, even if it seems difficult, is as
Jeremiah reminds us in chapter 29 v 11 always for our good.

You Are Special
Thanks to Coleraine Branch for this article.
Take what you’ve got and give it to God, for you’ll never know what you can accomplish until you do. Don’t try to
be like others, God never made two snowflakes alike or an identical set of fingerprints, so don’t try to be like
somebody else – just be the best you can be (even with physical limitations). Don’t say “I’m not good enough” if
that is true then you’re God’s first mistake and God doesn’t make mistakes. God doesn’t love you because you’re
valuable -- you are valuable because God loves you!

Newcastle Presentation
Clifford Moorehead, Chairperson of Newcastle Branch, records
the sincere appreciation of the Branch for 15 years of faithful service
given by Sam and Maureen Murphy who have had to withdraw
from their active role as volunteers in the Branch. Sam and Maureen
worked in a number of roles in their years with the Branch. Clifford
is pictured with Margaret Herron (Branch Secretary) and Maureen
Murphy being presented with a lovely oil painting of Trassey Bridge
(in the Bryansford area of Newcastle) painted by a local artist, Miss
Elizabeth Walker.

Memories of Christmas Past
Thanks to Dessie Russell for these photos of the lovely carol service evening held in Lawnfield House
on 13th December 2013 when we really appreciated the encouraging ministry of Pastor Bill Dunn.
Thanks to Sabrena, Matt and the staff for preparing the ‘festive’ atmosphere in the home and the
supper. Anyone interested in staying in Lawnfield House should make contact with the home (028)
43726860.

Memories of Christmas Past continued

Getting To Know You
In this edition you will be introduced to Tony Wilson, Bangor Branch.
My wife Ursula and I have served the Lord for just short of thirty years in
Thailand where we were engaged in church planting. It was never an easy call,
but God by His grace and power enabled us to plant a number of churches in
Thailand and most of these are thriving vibrant churches that continue to grow.
Jesus promised to build His church and He is still doing so.
But, alas, we came to retirement and came back to draughty, rainy, cool
Northern Ireland. We missed the hot food; the hot weather of Thailand and
not least those that had been won for Jesus. Adjustment therefore was the
order of the day. That was two and a half years ago and we still long for the
hot spicy food and weather and the folk we love! But God has enabled us to adjust
with giving us things to do.
One of these openings from the Lord was DCF Bangor branch where Billy Donaldson was just retiring. So
I was elected to the grand position of Bangor chairman! I find the work with DCF Bangor a real challenge.
The folks with their disabilities are just so loveable and nice. They want to know more about the Lord and
we are happy to take time with them showing them the greatness of our God. There is a real challenge
though, in the personal work with those really capacitated, who find it virtually impossible to articulate their
needs. I am a learner at trying to understand what they are ‘saying’ but by the grace of God will get there.
My heart’s desire and burden for the Bangor branch and DCFI is, they it will go forward by new people
joining the local branches and that the blessing of God will be experienced regularly. Also that new helpers
will be introduced so that the work will have a future, for as age surely catches up on us, we all need a
successor to hand on the baton. Moses had his – Joshua and we need to train those that God has appointed
so that this great work that God has started will have a clear and definite future.
Have you Branch news or other articles worth sharing, contributions for the next edition
of DCFI News may be emailed to:- dcfinews@hotmail.co.uk

Lisburn - Tribute to Eddie Jordan
“wee Eddie” as we affectionately
called him in the Disabled Christian
Fellowship, was greatly loved by all. Eddie
first came to Lisburn Branch about 20 years
ago and also attended our annual holiday to
Newcastle where he entered into all aspects
of the fun enjoying the outings and the
walks along the promenade. For many years
the ladies bought Eddie a new outfit in Wadsworth’s. Eddie had
many proposals for marriage because the ladies just loved him;
but he was wise enough not to take any up!! Sincere thanks to
the staff of Thompson House for their 27 years of loving care
and assistance in helping Eddie get to the monthly meetings
and the holidays. Eddie was always turned out immaculately in
his collar and tie.
Eddie had a lovely personality he would smile easily and
appeared always to be happy and content. I never heard him
complain once. We all admired how he came to terms with his
illness which affected him so greatly. He touched our lives
perhaps more than he would ever have imagined.

On the Thursday night of our annual holiday in Newcastle it
was always home talent night. Everybody had to contribute.
Eddie would sing his favourite chorus:
Jesus wants me for a sunbeam,
to shine for him each day.
In every way try to please him,
at home, at school at play.
A sunbeam, a sunbeam,
Jesus wants me for a sunbeam,
I’ll be a sunbeam for him.
I believe this is how Eddie coped with his long illness. He
had a very deep personal relationship with Jesus. He testified
at one of our holidays of trusting of Jesus at a very young age.
For Eddie it was all about Jesus, nothing else could bring him
forgiveness or peace in his life. No-one else could secure his
eternity. Jesus said in John 3 v 36, He that believeth on the Son
hath everlasting life and he that believeth not the Son shall not
see life but the wrath of God abides on him. I trust that we all
know Eddie’s Saviour and will enjoy that everlasting life.

Foyle Anniversary
Thanks to Andrew McFaul for this article. On Saturday 19th October
2013, the Foyle branch of the Disabled Christian’s Fellowship Ireland
celebrated their 20th anniversary with a special service to mark the
occasion. Friends and family travelled from all over to join us in giving
thanks to God for all he has done over the last 20 years.
Meeting in the local Richill Baptist Church, which was kindly granted by
its pastor and members, together we partook in singing praise to God,
with the help of Helen McCay as pianist. Our soloist for the afternoon
was Ella Orr, singing for us several beautiful pieces. David Watson of the
Ballyclare branch of DCFI brought us an encouraging message from
God’s Word about looking back at what God has done, looking inward on ourselves and our need of God and looking
forward to the future that he will provide.
During the service Anne Boyd recounted her memories of our branch’s formation and early days. She spoke fondly of
that period when God was at work providing for His people in many different ways. Over each hurdle the Lord carried
his faithful workers, putting people in place to provide a venue and accommodation.
Of course what birthday celebration would be complete without cake! Indeed, cake was provided and divided between
the members and helpers. We invited our youngest helpers, along with
our oldest member,Vera Baker, to cut the cake. The cake was then
enjoyed along with a cup of tea or coffee, and our usual assortment of
sandwiches and buns after the service.
We would like to thank all who worked hard providing the food, and
those who worked hard in the kitchen both in preparation for the service
and in tidying up afterwards. We extend a massive thank you to all who
attended, especially those who travelled the extra distance to be with
us. Above all else we give our thanks and praise to Almighty God who
has kept and guided us over the years.

