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Welcome to our May 2013 Edition. To all those associated with the Fellowship who
have recently known bereavement we extend our prayerful and sincere sympathy.
Thanks to those whose contributions are included in this edition.

LOVING & CARING
For many volunteers in DCFI, loving and caring for others has been a real part of their
life, some for very many years. Some have shown these attitudes by their work in the
local branch and perhaps also through the care of loved ones at home. Volunteers have
also played a vital role in reaching out in a practical way in our residential home,
Lawnfield House which celebrates its 20th anniversary this year. As those who have
known God’s love, should we not show it to those living around us in the local
community. The extract reproduced below is a reminder of the importance of loving and
caring for others and its sentiments are echoed by some of the testimonies shared on
the inside pages.
Some of our friends have chosen to curtail or leave their ministries. They did so in order to
care for family members – aging parents, ill spouses, siblings or children with special needs.
All were involved in fruitful works for which they were uniquely gifted. All believed that
there was much to be done.
Some had chosen to reduce the time or energy they spend on those ministries; others have
left their work completely. These adjustments have been difficult because ministry has been
their lifework – a work for which they spent years in preparation and had many years yet
to serve.
It occurs to me that they have not given up their
lifework but rather assumed another. Loving and
caring for others is our life’s work (spiritually or
practically) and caring for those of our own family is the
highest and holiest work of all. To deny love is to align
ourselves with a cold uncaring world.
Not everyone can leave a career or calling to care for
others. Financial realities and obligations may dictate
otherwise. But is not such love the mark of one who
does the work of God?. Did Jesus not promise that one
who gives a cup of cold water to one of His children
“shall by no means lose his reward”.

(adapted: original source not identified)
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First Mention
“For He performeth the thing that is appointed for
me and many such things are with Him” Job 23 v 14 Margaret and Dessie Russell were the first managers
in the DCF home, later named Lawnfield House. While
now retired as home managers but still actively
involved with their local DCFI Branch, here they share
a very brief reflection of their time as home managers.
“Dessie and I believed that working in the new
DCF home was the fulfilment of a God given desire to work full time with
disabled folk in a Christian capacity. The work, though both demanding and challenging had
great rewards. We saw people being helped and blessed and met some of God’s choice
saints. There were those who knew the Lord and in spite of their severe disabilities were able
to enjoy life to the full. Many were an inspiration to us. We thank the Lord for the experience
of working in such a beautiful home.”

Practice His Presence
Audrey Mawhinney has been in hospital for a very long time, but gave a copy of this lovely
verse to share.
Lord Jesus, to get through life I need You close to me each day.
I need to feel Your presence and Your healing touch
To give me courage and help me overcome my fears.
Lord, help me to meet the challenges of each day,
Lord, hold my trembling hands,
To know You are holding my trembling hands is all I need.
Just to feel Your presence is enough.

CLoseT

Praise and Pray for
• Ongoing ministry of the Branches and Lawnfield House
• Faithful and consistent Branch helpers
• The ministry of God’s Word to touch hearts and change lives

• Those going through a season of sickness, bereavement or hospitalisation

PRAYER

• New and younger Branch helpers to join the ministry
• Sabrena, Matt and the Lawnfield House staff team
• Faithful giving and continued financial provision
• Trustees and committees for wisdom in all decisions
regarding the future of DCFI
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Precious Memories
Doctor George Moles, Newcastle Branch, shares these precious
memories.
I remember my sincere, loving Christian parents with great
gratitude. I have very happy memories of my childhood and of my 4
lively brothers and 1 sister. I was the 4th son and have very clear
memories of the weekly children’s meetings I attended in a Gospel
Hall near to the family home in Belfast. It was at an early age I
began to realise my need of God’s forgiveness and I was only
about 9 when I told my mother I wanted to be saved. We prayed
together and I knew that from that day I was trusting the Lord Jesus Christ as my
personal saviour. My mother encouraged me to read the Bible every day.
In 1942 I began to study medicine at Queen’s University Belfast, however, a year later, challenged
by our country’s need during WW2, I joined the Royal Navy. We were often in danger! When our
ship docked at a Nigerian port, God spoke to me in an unexpected way. I was enjoying coffee at a
Sandes Soldier’s Mission Home when one of their staff gave me a copy of the “Lightbearer” a
missionary magazine of the Sudan United Mission. The challenge of North Africa’s unreached
Muslims was brought before me and I began to hear God’s call to Nigeria. After the war I continued
my medical studies, graduating in 1950. In 1953 I sailed to Northern Nigeria.
In 1954 I married Peggy, a missionary nurse from England. We worked together in two mission
hospitals, Nguru, near the Sahara desert and Vom Christian Hospital. I praise God for the 17 years
He gave us together in Nigeria. Peggy was called home in 1996. In 2003 I married Pixie, a retired
missionary. We continue to keep in touch with many Nigerian Christians who are enduring intense
persecution at this time. Many have been killed because of their faith in our Lord and Saviour.
I have 1 daughter, 2 sons and 8 grand-children. My prayer for them and for us all, is that we will
be able to give the testimony of Saint Paul “for to me to live is Christ, to die is gain”.
“Only one life it will soon be past, only what’s done for Jesus will last.”
Have you Branch news or other articles worth sharing, contributions for the next edition of DCFI
News – which it is hoped will be able to include memories of Lawnfield House over the last 20
years - may be emailed to:- dcfinews@hotmail.co.uk or by post to DCFI News, Lawnfield House,
5 King Street, Newcastle, Co. Down BT33 0HD

d

iary
ates (DV)

•

General Committee September 2013 (details TBC)

•

Carol Service, Lawnfield House (TBC)
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My Branch
In April 2012 Banbridge Branch celebrated its 30th
anniversary and so it was with great sadness we learned
of the sudden home-call of Herbie Fitzsimons,
Chairperson of Banbridge Branch. Herbie and his wife
Sally (see photo) had hosted a week in Lawnfield House
in December 2012 leading into the Carol Service on the
14th December. In the midst of the loss of those dear to
us, we thank the Lord for the hope of those whose trust
is resting in Jesus into whose presence they have now
gone.

Ballymena Branch Deputation
Thanks to Marie Nesbitt for this article.
The first two months of the year saw the Ballymena Branch mount
a display in three churches publicising the work of the local branch
and Lawnfield House. In January our work was displayed for four
weeks at the missionary news stand in Wellington Presbyterian
Church where many of the congregation viewed it and asked
questions.
Ballee Baptist Church held a missionary weekend from the 22nd to 24th February 2013
and the Branch was invited to man a display of our work at each of the missionary services.
Some individuals expressed an interest in becoming helpers at our monthly rallies and we
pray that the Lord will lay this service upon their hearts.
This display was no sooner finished when we had to provide material for a display at the
missionary service in 2nd Randalstown Presbyterian Church. To
meet this deadline involved meeting one morning, in a Ballymena
car park, for the handover of the necessary photographs and
printed material. Who ever thought that DCF volunteers could have
such excitement!
These three churches have very generously donated to the
running of the branch and show continued interested in our activities with the disabled. It is
very encouraging to be asked to take part in the missionary activities of churches and to know
that the work of the DCF continues to be remembered in prayer and practically.

Gospel Cards
DCFI is one of a number of charities to benefit from the sale
of cards bought from Gospel Cards. You may shop on the
internet at www.GospelCardsEtc.com or ask for a catalogue
from Margaret Russell.
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A Refreshing Place For Respite
For 20 years, Disabled Christians Fellowship Ireland has
been able to offer a place for taking respite breaks in
Newcastle. While these breaks give carers (e.g.family)
the opportunity for a break from their caring role
because we are able to provide care in-house, it is also
a refreshing time for the person being placed into
respite. We try to get our residents out to local places
of
interest,
for
shopping, to enjoy
the local scenery and for refreshments, since many of
them would not have the opportunity in their home
setting.
O
u
r
residents
generally
come for a
stay of one or two weeks. The number of
respite places available may be limited on
occasion.
Depending
on
personal
circumstances, respite breaks may be
assisted by funding from Local Health Trusts
but may also be taken privately. If you would
be interested in considering this option, please contact our home managers Sabrena
and Matt Keenan, or our administrator Wendy Campbell (telephone (028) 43726860).

Leaving a Legacy

Making a will is one way
you can provide and care for
those you love and as well as
being a method to contribute to
charities such as DCFI it can help
prevent legal problems after your
death. We are very grateful to those who have remembered DCFI in their wills. Every legacy,
of whatever value, helps to support and continue our ministry. While we naturally want to
make provision for our families a priority, if you would like to help the work of DCFI in this
way you will need to provide your solicitor (or other professional) with the following details
Name: Disabled Christians Fellowship of Ireland, Address: 5 King Street, Newcastle, County
Down BT33 0HD, Charity Registration No. XN83953
Thank you also to those who faithfully contribute to our ministry, whether on a regular,
occasional or one-off basis, please be assured every contribution is appreciated. Donations
to our Development Fund may be sent to our Treasurer Beverly Murray, 9 Derryvolgie Park,
Moss Road, Lambeg, Lisburn, BT27 4 DA.
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A Word In Season
Thanks to Sheila Taylor, Bangor Branch, for this article, based on Proverbs 15 v 23.
It is important for us to find the right words to say and to say the right words at the
right time. We all know many people who have been teachers or who are teachers and
I wonder if this teacher had any idea what affect her way of honouring another would
have on one young persons life.
This teacher gave each student a ribbon that stated “who I am makes a difference”
and asked them to pass it along to someone who they considered had made a
difference in their life. One student gave his to a young executive who he met when he
was on work experience and he helped him plan his career. This young executive had
a boss who was hard to get on with. He appreciated and had been influenced by his
creativity and asked his boss to give the ribbon to someone he admired. That night the
boss was at home having his supper and he took this ribbon out and he said to his 14
year old son “I want to honour you, my days are hectic, I am often not at home and I
am always complaining about your grades and your messy room, tonight I want to let
you know the difference you have made in my life, besides your mother, you are the
most important person I know and I love you”,
Fighting back tears the boy replied “Earlier today I wrote a letter explaining why I had
taken my own life and asking you to forgive me, I was going to do it tonight when
everyone is asleep, I didn’t think you cared about me, thanks dad, I guess I won’t need
the letter now”.
Upstairs in his son’s bedroom the father found the anguished filled note beside a
rope. Words do change lives, what you say can mean life or death.

Serve With
Whatever You Have
A story is told about George Scott, who applied to be considered for missionary
service in China with Hudson Taylor. George was disabled, having lost a leg. The
work of a missionary in those days was arduous, needing much travel by foot.
“Why do you with only one leg, think of going to China as a Missionary?”
George was asked and his reply was “I do not see those with two legs going,
so I must go”. George was accepted. The presence of a disability need not
prevent a person from being of service to the Lord. If our physical capacity should
mean we are unable to do certain physical work, a great work in prayer can
always be accomplished, just serve with whatever you have.
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90 Not Out!
Harold Chambers (Newcastle Branch) recently
celebrated his 90th birthday and shares this brief
testimony.
I was born in the townland of Edentrillick,
between Dromara and Hillsborough – the youngest
of a family of 10. My mother brought the younger
children around the hearth where she read a
portion of scripture, then kneeling by the bedside
we were taught to say a simple prayer. It was not
for some years later that these simple graces I
was taught had an impact on my life and I asked
the Lord to save me.
I was given an opportunity for Christian work in my home church,
Drumlough Presbyterian, in the Sunday School, Christian Endeavour and Boys’ Brigade.
I entered the Faith Mission Bible College in 1950 and in addition to the 2 year college
course, I spent a further 2 years helping in campaigns in Scotland and Northern Ireland.
Listening to a missionary speaking at the Bangor Convention and his appeal for young
men with a trade and technical training to go for short term to Africa, I was accepted for
this work in Nigeria. In time, I went to Rhodesia where I taught Religious Studies,
woodwork and technical drawing to ‘O’ level standard.
Helping out at a Christian bookshop I met a young English lady who was a Sister Tutor
at a local hospital and we married in 1961 and served the Lord for some 34 years in
Africa, returning home to look after the last members of the Chambers family. We
attended Newcastle DCF and spent a number of happy holidays in Lawnfield House. My
dear wife Kathleen went to be with the Lord in 2011 after suffering dementia for 5 years.
Now at 90 years of age, I have been given a verse from Psalm 92 v 14 “they shall still
bring forth fruit in old age”.
“Let us then be true and faithful, trusting serving every day, just one glimpse of Him
in glory will the toils of life repay.”

God Loves A Cheerful Giver
Peter gave the Lord the use of his boat. A lad handed over his lunch. Mary, Joanna
and others ministered to Him of their substance. Another provided a large furnished
room, while yet another unnamed lent his colt. Mary of Bethany gave her precious
perfume. Cheerful givers? Yes, all of them! Were they impoverished by their giving? Not
in the least!
God does not ask us all to give in the same way or to the same degree, but He does
ask us to give cheerfully. Thanks to all those who have given cheerfully to serve the Lord
through DCFI.
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Lawnfield House reflections

“ I have hallowed this house which thou hast built to put
my name there forever” I Kings 9:3

It was on 29th May 1993 when the DCF Holiday Home as it was then known, opened its
doors. Born out of a desire to provide a place suitable for persons with a disability to enjoy a
break and Christian fellowship, this has continued to be the Site before building (1992)
basic concept for the last 20 years. Many can tell stories of how
much they have enjoyed their stay in what is now known as
Lawnfield House.
Thanks to those individuals and branches who have used the
home and or who have contributed by way of donations, it has
been possible to keep the home open on a seasonal basis.
Some DCFI Branches have been using the home as a holiday
base for spring breaks and during the summer months. The
home has offered general respite breaks
throughout the season on a short stay of usually 1
or 2 weeks, with some folk returning several times
in the season.
During the course of the season a number of
persons (including husband and wife teams) have
taken on the role of ‘host’ each week, to provide
an interesting and varied programme for our
residents which has included Bible study, singing,
craft work, games, quizzes and outings. We operate
Matt and Sabrena
in an inclusive manner, so that we encourage every
resident to try and take part irrespective of their physical ability. When the weather is sunny
and warm – which is sometimes the case – many enjoy sitting in our lovely sunny patio or
going into Newcastle to shop – especially for tea, cream buns and ice cream!! These activities
may seem very simple for those who are able bodied, but for those who depend on others for
their care and help to eat an ice cream cone – it is a different matter.
Many of the residents who make use of Lawnfield House need
help to wash, dress and eat, daily tasks we take for granted when
we are able bodied. Our dedicated staff team led by Sabrena and
Matt Keenan are responsible for the day-to-day running of the
home and giving the care which is needed.
In recent years the home has been refurbished to provide most
bedrooms with an en-suite facility suitable for persons with a
disability. This foresight and improvement to the facilities has
enabled Lawnfield House to stay ahead of the registered
standards required of homes providing accommodation for the
disabled. We say a grateful thanks to those whose contributions,
in whatever form, have made it possible for the home to maintain such a high standard. We
also especially praise the Lord for the lovely sense of His presence which does indeed make
the feast.

