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News
‘My

D.C.F.I.

strength is made perfect in weakness’
2 Cor 12:9

~

How to have a HEALTHY HEART
Have you ever had an ECG? This is a test which
measures the performance of the heart, and involves
attaching electrodes to your chest with leads
connected to a monitor. The test itself is perfectly
painless…apart from when the adhesive electrodes
have to come off!
The Bible has a lot to say about the heart. Of course,
by ‘heart’ is meant - not the organ which pumps blood
through our bodies, but the real ‘you’ or ‘me’; that part
of us which feels love or hate, joy or sorrow: that part
which - by faith in Christ - can enjoy a relationship with
God. So what is the condition of your heart today?
Let’s have a spiritual ECG, with several ‘leads’ linked up
to the Word of God. The Bible says we ought to have:1. A Happy Heart - Grateful for the Blessings of God.
(Psalm 126v3)
The hymn says: “Count your blessings…..” - have you
done that recently? (Maybe we have spent too much
time counting our problems?!) Why not find a quiet
place and let your mind reflect on all that the Lord has Pilgrims should make Progress!
done - you may be surprised how soon your heart
4. A Hopeful Heart - Confident in the Faithfulness of God
begins to sing!
(2 Peter 3:13)
We cannot deny that there are many things around to
2. A Heavy Heart - Burdened for those without God
discourage us, and perhaps we may even be fearful of
(Romans 9:1 - 3)
One piece of solid evidence that we really belong to what the future may hold. The true believer always has
the Lord is a longing in our hearts to see others come reason for HOPE (a word whose Biblical meaning is
to know Him too. That will surely be expressed in ‘confident expectation’) - so we can look ahead with
earnest prayer for the salvation of others. The Bible our trust in Him alone.
says: “The Lord is…not willing that any should perish,
A final thought from Proverbs 4:23 “Keep your heart
but that all should come to repentance.” (2 Peter 3v9)
Focus on specific individuals as you pray, and trust with all diligence, for out of it spring the issues of life.”
Rev Philip Campbell,
God to answer in His good time.
Coleraine Congregational Church
3. A Hungry Heart - Longing for more of God
(Isaiah 44:3)
While we know that Christ has saved us and satisfies
our hearts, there is a sense in which we remain
discontent - that we long to know Him better and
serve Him more. Paul certainly thought so (Phil. 3:10).

Welcome to our spring/summer 2010 edition.
We trust you will be refreshed by the content.
Thanks to all those whose contributions
make up this edition.
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Yes Minister!
Stephen McAuley attends Ballymena DCFI Branch, which meets on the
1st Saturday of each month. During the week Stephen attends the
Education Centre at Meadowbank, Carrickfergus, operated by SENSE (the
National charity for the Deafblind) where he enjoys a varied programme
conducted by the staff. Minister Sammy Wilson paid a constituency visit
to the Centre in December 2009 where he was impressed by the SENSE
facilities and also met Stephen, who was playing Christmas Carols on his
accordion.

Here They Cum-nock
OUR LOSS IS THEIR GAIN (South Belfast Branch say farewell to two (or three) of our most valued helpers) In the spring
of 1994 a young lady came to offer her services as a helper on that year’s annual branch holiday. Isabel and her niece
Pamela came and enjoyed it so much they came back not just for the following year but in Isabel’s case for the succeeding
14 years. Isabel became branch secretary in South Belfast but between that first year and last there was, as they say, a lot
of water under the bridge. Isabel met and married David Hamill. Lauren their daughter arrived. David also became a
helper on our holidays and as the years progressed the family became an integral part of the scene in our branch. Outside
of South Belfast their life was moving on. David left the baking trade and started work within the caring profession (at
least partly due to his DCFI experience). But that was only a stepping stone towards what he had realised was a call from
God. David commenced study with Manchester University to obtain a Bachelor
of Divinity Degree with a view to entering the ministry. David was associated
with the Church of the Nazarene and he had been involved in a church planting
ministry for several years in Larne. However in God’s leading, in February this
year South Belfast lost a secretary and Cumnock Congregational Church
(Ayrshire) gained a minister along with his wife Isabel and their daughter Lauren
now aged 8 and fast becoming a great asset. On a recent visit back to Northern
Ireland they told us how they had settled in so very well and that the church
was progressing. Therefore it is with some sadness for us but great joy for them
that we wish them well and pray that they will continue to experience God’s
richest blessing to the eternal benefit of Cumnock and the glory of God.

One Day At A Time
Sheila Taylor ,Bangor branch submitted this thoughful article
Perhaps like me you remember the words of the I have found as I get older and less able (I am in
song “One day at a time” (Marijohn Wilkin & Kris a wheelchair part-time) that is just what I have
Kristofferson)
to do, take one day at a time and probably like
most of us, cope with one problem at a time.
One day at a time sweet Jesus,
Today we all lead such hectic lives. We all have
that’s all I’m asking of you
difficulties and limitations and of course we
Just give me the strength to do every day
must face these, however it is in no-ones interest
what I have to do
to try to suffer alone, our Lord is there for each
Show me the stairway, I have to climb,
one of us. Christians are not exempt from feeling
Lord for my sake,teach
upset, or in pain, or angry, or in distress. Hopefully
me to take one day at a time.
if we slow down and think and pray about what
is causing us to feel this way. We were never
I’m only human, I’m just a woman,
help me believe in what I could be
intended to suffer alone, hopefully we will find
peace within once we learn to speak to our Lord
And all that I am, show me the stairway,
and leave our problems and concerns at the
I have to climb, Lord for my sake,
base of the cross of Calvary.
teach me to take one day at a time.
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Patience, Practice, Praise & Pavlova!!
(the ministry of the DCFI choir is a tremendous asset and a
blessing to so many, here is a brief behind the scenes look)
It’s 7.30 pm on a Monday night. One by one the 27 songsters
arrive at Lisburn Baptist Church Hall for their weekly choir practice.
The most important people to arrive are, of course, the two ladies on
rota for supper and what scrumptious suppers we have! Sandwiches,
scones, cake, apple creams and pavlova, to name just a few of the
delights on the menu. Who wouldn’t want to come to a choir
practice with all these tasty treats in store!
Jean Watson is our Choir Conductor and what a gem she is. You
have heard of the patience of Job; well, we know of the patience of
Jean! We are definitely a bunch of amateurs, but with Jean’s superb
skills she does actually make us sound quite good, or so we’re told!
“The men” (our tenors and basses) cause her great heartache, or so Jean lets on, but we all know that she really thinks
the world of them. Jean’s daughter, Janet, accompanies us on the piano and does a great job. If at times the choir doesn’t
sound up to scratch, at least we can always rely on great piano playing!
It is the choir’s desire to praise and exalt the Lord through word and song and we have had opportunity to do just
that at many venues. Over the past few years our Christmas Story, Life of Christ and Fanny Crosby Cantatas have been a
blessing and challenge to many. We also have sung at Tent Missions and numerous Harvest Services. It has been the
choir’s privilege to donate all gifts which they receive to “Lawnfield House”, the DCF Holiday Home, in Newcastle.
There is a great day coming when all the saints will be part of that heavenly choir, singing and praising our Lord and
Saviour. “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honour and
glory and praise!” (Rev. 5:12). In the period September 2009 to May 2010 the choir has carried out 17 engagements.
Thanks to Wilfred Reid for the photo.

Connecting in Ballymena
Connect 2010 was the title of a special outreach
running throughout June in Wellington
Presbyterian Church, Ballymena. Ballymena DCFI
Branch had the privilege of deputation and on
Sunday 20th at a special service with singing
ministry by the Voice of Hope choir (130 voices) a
freewill offering was taken and the sum of £4,400
donated to DCFI.
Thanks to Wellington
Presbyterian for their interest, generosity and
support for the ministry of DCFI.

CLOSET

PRAISE AND PRAY FOR
•
•
•
•

PRAYER

•
•
•
•

Ongoing ministry of the Branches and Lawnfield House
Faithful Branch helpers
The ministry of God’s Word to touch hearts and change lives
Those going through a season of sickness, bereavement or
hospitalisation
New and younger Branch helpers to join the ministry
Sabrena, Matt and the Lawnfield House staff team
Faithful giving and continued financial provision
Trustees and committees for wisdom in all decisions
regarding DCFI
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Saintfield SOUND BYTES
(Carol Chesney of Saintfield DCFI Branch has provided this report) The ‘host’ of Saintfield DCFI
Branch, Saintfield Baptist Church, broadcast live over the radio on 105.4FM. Programmes
commenced on Friday 26th March and continued through to the Sunday evening. One
highlight of the weekend was a special Cantata by the DCF Choir entitled “The Story of Jesus”;
proclaiming the life, crucifixion and resurrection of our Lord Jesus in word and song. Jean
Watson conducted the evening, narration was by Elizabeth Givens, with Janet Kearney on piano.
Almost 200 people enjoyed the evening and also the supper afterwards! More details of this
and other programmes can be found on our website (www.saintfieldbaptist.org.uk), where you
can download and listen to lots of interesting topics, interviews and testimonies. We have
received “hits” from all over the world – what an excellent opportunity to broadcast God’s Word
into homes on local radio and promote the work of Disabled Christians’ Fellowship in Ireland!

Annual Conference
Annual Conference on Saturday 24 April (thanks to Isobel Dickson for this report) The 2010
Annual Conference was hosted by Ballymena Branch in Harryville Presbyterian Church
Halls. The Branch provided a lovely lunch which all enjoyed.
Following a time of prayer led by Tommy Adger, Trevor Boyd led
community singing, with the music accompaniment by Stephen
McAuley on piano. George Tinney was Conference Chairperson.
Joan Wilson brought greetings and encouraged us to “Look
forward not back”. Barbara Mills gave a report of the history
of Ballymena Branch, which began in May 1978. It was a
particular pleasure to welcome the Reverend Tom Shaw as
guest speaker who was also repeating the role he performed
when the Branch opened. Mr Shaw encouraged and challenged
us as Christians in service from 2 Samuel 15 v’s 13-23, directing
our thoughts to verse 15, “behold thy servants are ready to do
whatever my Lord the king shall appoint”
The afternoon finished with fellowship and a cup of tea for
those able to stay. A sincere word of thanks to Ballymena for
their efficient organisation and a tastefully decorated hall.
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Will you come, road or no road?
When he was in Africa, the missionary explorer David Livingstone
received a letter saying “We want to send helpers, have you found a
good road in your area yet? Livingstone is reported to have said in
his reply “If they only want to come when there’s a good road, don’t
send them, I want people who’ll come when there is no road.” The
road to anyone of our 24 monthly rallies is a good road, the work
of a volunteer helper is a good work in which to serve the Lord, but
you do need to be willing to come. We’d love to have you join us,
we encourage you to take the road and become a helper. To get
details of where our DCFI Branches meet please contact our Hon.
Secretary, Margaret Russell, telephone 97533970.

Getting To Know You
Sharon Garland attends Omagh DCFI Branch which meets on the 2nd
Saturday of each month. Sharon thanks God for his faithfulness in
keeping his hand upon her life since birth and bringing her through
several periods of serious illness. Sharon’s parents brought her under
the sound of the gospel and in 1986, in her early teens, while attending
a holiday with the Eagle Fellowship, Sharon gave her life to the Lord
under the ministry of George Bates. Sharon has also enjoyed several
stays in Lawnfield House, where this photograph was taken.

My Thanksgiving
(this is the second extract from Reflective Expression in Verse by Isa Boyd. It is a fitting tribute to
Isa who has now gone to meet her Saviour. Isa had been able to enjoy DCF holidays when they were
held in schools and the Connor sisters among many others worked hard to make them a time to be
remembered with affection.)
New are thy mercies every morning, Lord of Lords and Kings of Kings, as thou dost faithfully give
strength to meet the challenge each day brings; rich in Christ beyond measure, every spiritual blessing
mine, on my Heavenward way rejoicing I give thanks for love divine. In the midst of earthly trials I can
more than conqueror be while in Christ I’m pressing onward to the homeland of the free. As my Father,
ever watchful, makes provision for my needs, Christ in His High Priestly ministry ever for me intercedes.
Great is the need for prayer and highly privileged here am I, before the throne of grace to bow and
thus to God draw nigh. Knowing my fervent utterance by the triune God is heard, because of Christ’s
atonement and the promise of his word. Then on my continuing voyage to yonder golden shore,
mine is the blessed prospect of Heaven for evermore. And while still in time’s scene, dear Lord may
my challenge be, that as Thou seest me in Christ, so others should see Christ in me.

not lucky BUT BLESSED
Margaret Hayes attends Carrickfergus Branch and has written this booklet which is a collection of memories from childhood.
Topics covered include:- your mother gave birth to a baby but it is dead also, WW2 evacuation of schools Hillman, Duncairn,
Mountcollyer, employment 1950’s-1960’s (Woolworths,Inglis Bakery) speech and hearing, the power of a Godly mother,
exposure to the Gospel and meetings Shankill Road, Brethren, Elim, Earl St. City Mission, Jack Schuler Choir and lots more.
To obtain a copy please contact Val on 93329028, or Margaret on 93355676.
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Refreshing Respite
An important aspect of the ministry of Lawnfield House is its capacity to
offer respite breaks which can be shared by a carer (family or friend). We
now have 11 rooms with full en suite facilities and also able to
accommodate a ‘twin bed’ arrangement, suitable for example for couples
or persons agreeing to share. One such week was held on the 1st-8th May
2010 when the home was host to a mixed group of visitors, some of whom
were accompanied by their carer (husband or wife). During a respite week
every effort is made to provide the highest quality of care with a social care
programme encompassing devotional and recreational activity. The
photographs show some aspects of a respite week. If you are interested
and entitled to a funded respite break your social worker should contact
the home on your behalf to confirm availability. For those who are required
to fund privately, please make direct contact with Wendy in the home
43726860.

FUND RACING!
A run may not be everyone’s idea of a way to fund raise
and DCFI is grateful to those who have taken various
initiatives (some less strenuous) to raise funds. Sharon
Ferguson, Newtownabbey Branch, took part in the Belfast
Marathon on Monday 1st May and raised almost £700.

Carols @ Lawnfield
The annual carol service, held on the last Friday of November, marks the end of the season at Lawnfield
House and is a lovely way to bring in the winter closure. In December 2009 we welcomed the band of
the Salvation Army, North Belfast Corps, Called of God (Immanuel Presbyterian/North Belfast DCF Branch)
and the Reverend Robert Maxwell, Dungannon Independent
Called of God
Salvation Army
Methodist. A large congregation filled Lawnfield House and
they sang lustily under the leading of the band. An anointed
singing ministry from Called of God, an inspiring,
encouraging and challenging personal testimony and
ministry of God’s Word from Rev. Maxwell. Thank you to the
staff and all who helped prepare for the carol service or
contributed in other practical ways. God willing we look
forward to the 2010 service on Friday 26th November when
the DCFI Choir will provide the singing and musical
programme, with an epilogue from Woody Price (Stauros)
whose wife Elaine is a member of the staff team in Lawnfield.
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The Perfect Gift
(This is the last edition of DCFI News before Christmas 2010 the Trustees and General Committee wish
all our members and readers a peaceful Christmas and God’s blessing for 2011). Have you ever struggled
to buy the ‘perfect’ Christmas gift, Brian Cargin, Coleraine branch,submitted this lovely seasonal article
for which the author is unknown)
It’s just a small white envelope stuck among the branches of our Christmas tree. No name, no identification,
no inscription. It has peeked through the branches of our tree at this time of year for the past ten years or so. It
all began because my husband Mike hated Christmas. Oh, not the true meaning of Christmas, but the commercial
aspects of it. You know, the overspending, the frantic running around at the last minute to get a tie for Uncle
Harry and the dusting powder for Grandma, the gifts given in desperation because you couldn’t think of anything
else.
Knowing he felt this way, I decided one year to bypass the usual shirts, sweaters, ties and so forth. I reached
for something special just for Mike. The inspiration came in an unusual way. Our son Kevin, who was twelve that
year, was wrestling at the junior level at the school he attended. Shortly before Christmas, there was a non-league
match against a team sponsored by an inner city church. The children were mostly black. These youngsters
dressed in sneakers so ragged that shoestring seemed to be the only thing holding them together, presented a
sharp contrast to our boys in their spiffy blue and gold uniforms and sparkling new wrestling shoes.
As the match began, I was alarmed to see that the other team was wrestling without headgear, a kind of light
helmet designed to protect a wrestler’s ears. It was a luxury the ragtag team obviously couldn’t afford. Well, we
ended up walloping them. We took every weight class. And as each of their boys got up from the mat, he
swaggered around in his tatters with false bravado, a kind of street pride that couldn’t acknowledge defeat.
Mike, seated beside me, shook his head sadly. “I wish just one of them could have won” he said. “They have a
lot of potential, but losing like this could take the heart right out of them.” Mike loved children – all children. He
understood children in competitive situations, having coached Little League football, baseball and lacrosse. That’s
when the idea for his present came. That afternoon, I went to the sporting goods store and bought an assortment
of wrestling headgear and shoes and sent then anonymously to the inner city church. On Christmas Eve I placed
the envelope on the tree, the note inside telling Mike what I had done and this was his gift from me.
His smile was the brightest thing about Christmas that year and in succeeding years. For each Christmas, I
followed the tradition – one year sending a group of mentally challenged youngsters to a hockey game, another
year a cheque to a pair of elderly brothers whose home had burned to the ground the week before Christmas on and on. The envelope became the highlight of our Christmas. It was always the last thing opened on Christmas
morning and our children, ignoring their new toys, would stand with wide-eyed anticipation as their dad lifted
the envelope from the tree to reveal its contents. As the children grew, the toys gave way to more practical
presents, but the envelope never lost its allure. Still the story doesn’t end their.
You see, we lost Mike last year due to cancer. When Christmas rolled around, I was still so wrapped in grief
that I barely got the tree up. Yet Christmas Eve found me placing an envelope on the tree and in the morning, it
was joined by three more. Each of our children, unbeknown to the others, had placed an envelope on the tree
for their dad.

Deputation in Mid-Ulster
From the 4th-7th of June. Moneymore Congregational
Church held a missionary convention, Mid-Ulster Branch
hosted the DCFI display stand (see photo of Noel Smith and
William Larmour – DCFI Trustee). Thanks to Moneymore
Congregational and Leslie Kissick, for their support and
invitation to share with the other missionary organisations
represented at their convention.
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Lawnfield House Reflections
“to everything there is a season and a time for every purpose under the heaven”
Ecclesiastes 3 v 1
Margaret & Des

Ella Campbell

Maura Travers

Sabrena & Matt

May 29th 2010 was the 17th anniversary of Lawnfield House. In 1993
the season began with the home managed by Margaret and Des Russell
and we are grateful for their work in the important formative years.
Margaret and Des are still very actively involved with DCFI. Following the
retirement of Margaret and Des, Ella Campbell took up the mantle. As the
2009 season drew to a close, we learned that Ella had decided to retire
from the work at Lawnfield House. We are grateful to Ella for her valuable
contribution to the ministry of the home and her faithful role as Care
Manager. We wish Ella and her family God’s richest blessing for future
days.
Over the December 2009-February 2010 winter season the contractors
were busy in the home working on the second phase of refurbishment.
This work was again completed to a high standard and within timescale
allowing the staff to return for the re-opening on 27th February 2010.
Lawnfield House now has 11 bedrooms which have full en-suite facilities.
Thank you also to Clem for his continuing and vital service in painting the
home.
The Reverend Philip Campbell and his wife Catherine (Coleraine
Congregational Church) were our resident guests for a Bible/fellowship
week (27th February-6th March). While only a small number of residents
attended, we really appreciated those extra visitors who joined us for
some of the sessions and thank Margaret Herron for her work in this
regard. A rich and varied programme including Bible ministry, testimony,
music and song, with the contribution of special guests Paul and Susie
Campbell, Lydia’s Crafters and the DCFI Choir, made up a week which
proved a great blessing. We thank Philip and Catherine for making time
to be with us and pray their ministry and fellowship in Coleraine will know
God’s blessing in future days. It is planned to hold a similar week in the
future.
To meet the requirements of registration, Maura Travers (Senior Carer)
has been acting as registered manager in the vacancy created prior to
and by Ella’s retirement. We record a sincere word of thanks to Maura for
her work with the home staff and Committee to maintain the efficient
day-to-day running of the home.
We continue to appreciate and benefit from the ministry of those who
undertake the role of host/hostess during our respite weeks. The essential
element of this ministry is the devotional aspect of each day. To some who
have been struggling with sickness we assure them of our prayers and
trust they will see a return to a good measure of health.
The 2010 summer season at Lawnfield House is drawing to a close. We
are delighted to welcome Sabrena and Matt Keenan as joint managers.
Sabrena and Matt bring their professional background to Lawnfield
House, both also have past and recent experience with their ‘home’
Branch in Omagh.

Have you Branch news or other articles worth sharing, contributions
for the next edition of DCFI News may be e-mailed to:- dcfinews@hotmail.co.uk.

