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JESUS HEALS THE
BLIND MAN
(by James Strange)

John 9 v 1-7
(1) And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind from
birth.
(2) And his disciples asked him, saying, Master, who did sin, this
man or his parents, that he was born blind?
(3) Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents:
but that the works of God should be made manifest in him.
(4) I must work for the works of him that sent me, while it is day:
the night cometh, when no man can work.
(5) As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.
(6) When he had thus spoken, he spat on the ground, and made
clay of the spittle, and he anointed the eyes of the blind man with
the clay,
(7) And said unto him , Go wash in the pool of Siloam, (which is by
interpretation, Sent.) He went his way therefore, and washed, and
came seeing.
HIS HELPLESSNESS
I love the opening words of this chapter "And Jesus passed By".
This man had a meeting with Jesus which would change his life
forever. Bartimaeus couldn't help himself, without the help he
couldn't even seek the help he needed due to his disability but what
a difference when Jesus passed by and saw his need.

MISUNDERSOOD
"And his disciples asked him, saying, Master, who did sin, this man, or
his parents, that he was born blind?" (v2). Sadly, not everyone saw
this man as Jesus did, Christ's disciples jumped to the wrong
conclusion and wrongly assumed his disability was some form of
punishment for sin in his or his parents' life. Jesus comes to the
defence of Bartimaeus and corrects the disciples but also gives an
insight into why some people bear the burden of a disability. "Jesus
answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents; but that the
works of God should be made manifest in him." (v3) What does
Jesus mean here? That the power of God's grace might be seen
through him.
PURPOSE IN LIFE
"I must work for the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the
night cometh, when no man can work.: (v4) Because we live in a
world that is disbelieving toward the existence and the power of
God, Jesus performed miracles in his earthly ministry to reveal the
reality and power of God to an unbelieving people.
We may not always understand why God permits difficult and painful
circumstances in our lives or why we should be born with a disability
but be encouraged, this is often God's plan to show himself through
us to a sinful and unbelieving world, that tells us all something of
God's intentions for us. He has a purpose for each of our lives even
though HIS WAYS ARE HIGHER THAN OURS and we often don't
understand his plan and purpose for our lives.
I am sure the blind man didn't understand what Jesus was doing
when he used the clay mixed with spittle to put on this man's eyes,
surely dirty muck would only infect his eyes and give more
problems, but the lesson is this, God works through people and in
ways we cannot understand to the eternal need of our soul and not
just the temporal need of the body.

THE MESSAGE
Jesus is getting a message across in a practical way through the
blind man, the clay and the Pool of Siloam. We are blinded by sin, it's
vile and unclean in the eyes of God and we become blinded to our
need of salvation by sin. The Bible tells us in James 1v15 "and sin,
when it is finished, it bringeth forth death".
The name of the pool that Jesus commanded the blind man to wash
in means SENT. Jesus the Son of God was SENT by God to this Earth
to save sinners. 1 Tim 1v15 "This is a faithful saying, and worthy of
all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners;
of whom I am chief. John 3v17 "For God sent not his Son into the
world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might
be saved.
This man was blind physically but we are all blind and in the darkness
of sin, its mess is impossible to clean up, we are beyond help and
deserving God's punishment but the good news is this, Jesus is
passing this way. He's knocking at your heart's door, gently calling
you to himself for cleansing. Sadly the neighbours looked on with a
disbelieving heart and didn't realise this to be the Saviour they so
badly needed. They call for the religious authority of the day
(Pharisees) and question the man who received his sight, questioned
him again and again to disprove the power of Jesus that gave
Bartimaeus his sight but Bartimaeus testified to those around him
"this one thing I know".
He didn't have all the answers but he knew in his heart that he met
with Jesus and nothing or no one would change his mind. The words
of this hymn are so applicable:

He lives, He lives, Christ Jesus lives today
He walks with me and talks with me
Along life's narrow way
He lives, He lives, salvation to impart
You ask me how I know He lives
He lives within my heart
Will you accept the light of the gospel of Jesus Christ or remain in
the darkness of sin. Jesus wants to wash the mess of sin away and
make you acceptable to enter his presence in Heaven one day. That's
why he was sent to this world, to be the light in the darkness, to die
on the cross making payment for our sin debt, to arise again to be
our Victorious Saviour and prepare a place for his people that we can
dwell with him throughout eternity.

God has a plan for you
Something only you can do
You are so valuable to Him
You are beyond compare
A priceless jewel so very rare
He gave just everything
To make you His own
Marlyn Baker

Nick Vujicic was born and raised in Melbourne, Australia, and this is his story.
It was a shock to my parents that I arrived without limbs. There is no medical
reason for it. My parents did their very best to keep me in the mainstream school
system and give me every opportunity to live to the fullest. I was blessed to have
a brother and a sister as my best friends too.
We later moved to Brisbane, Australia, where I lived for 14 years before I made
the move to California. At age eight, I could not see a bright future ahead and I
became depressed. When I was ten years old, I decided to end my life by
drowning myself in a bathtub. After a couple attempts, I realized that I did not
want to leave my loved ones with the burden and guilt that would result from my
suicide. I could not do that to them.
I wasn’t depressed my entire
childhood, but I did have ups
and downs. At age thirteen I
hurt my foot, which I use for
many things like typing, writing
and swimming. That injury
made me realize that I need to
be more thankful for my
abilities and less focused on my
disabilities.
When I was fifteen years old, I sealed my faith in God and from there it has been
an amazing journey.

A janitor at my high school inspired me to start speaking about my faith and
overcoming adversity when I was seventeen. I spoke only a dozen times to very
small groups over the next two years. Then I found myself in front of three
hundred sophomore (grade 10) students and I was very nervous. My knees were
shaking. Within the first three minutes of my talk, half the girls were crying, and
most of the boys were struggling to hold their emotions together. One girl in
particular was sobbing very hard. We all looked at her and she put her hand up.
She said, “I am so sorry to interrupt, but can I come up and hug you?”
She came hugged me in front of everyone, and whispered in my ear, “Thank
you, thank you, thank you. No one has ever told me that they loved me and that
I am beautiful the way I am.” Her gratitude inspired me to go across 44
countries and speak 2,000 times. I realized that we all need love and hope and
that I was in a unique position to share that with people around the world.
While majoring in both accounting
and financial planning at a
university, I also worked on
developing my abilities as a
speaker. I worked with a speaking
coach who helped to cultivate me as
a presenter. He especially worked
on my body language as my hands
flew everywhere at first! I spoke on
motivational topics after creating
the company, attitude is altitude. I
also launched a non-profit ministry,
life without limbs, to spread my
messages of faith and hope around
the world.
Whoever you are, wherever you’re from and whatever you are dealing with, I
hope that you will be inspired by my story and my message. Dream big my
friend and never give up. We all make mistakes, but none of us are mistakes.
Take one day at a time. Embrace the positive attitudes, perspectives, principles
and truths I share, and you too will overcome.
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